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ABSTRACT 

This document presents the last newsletter of the 
Unified Science and Mathematics for Elementary Schools (DSHES) 
'proiect. Included is information relating to OSHES materials which 
are available, research projects conducted with OSMES materials, the 
use of OSHES materials in the field, research reviewing the extension 
of OSMES. to the secondary level, and proposals still being processed. 
(SL) 
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Information on materials ava liable ... on activities in the field, 
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WHAT'S AVAIISABLE 

Completely revised versions of the 
USMES Guide and tk^ Design Lab Manual 
have been produced and final trial edi- 
tions of 18 Teacher Resource Books are 
currently available: 

Advertising 

Bicycle Transportation 

Classroom Design 

Consumer Research 

Describing People 

Designing for Human Proportions 

Eating in School 

Manufacturing 

Nature Trails 

Orientation 

Pedestrian Crossi.igs 

Play Area Design and Use 

Protecting Property 

School Rules 

Soft Drink Design 

Traffic Flow 

Using Free Time 

Weather Predictions 

The remaining eight titles are "available 
in 1975 trial editions although four 
will probably be available in final form 
in August 1977. 



New 



Work is proceeding on the revision of 
the "How To" Series and the cartoon set 
on electricity for primary grades is 
currently available; other beginning 
sets will be made available as they are 
finished (all should be ready in August 
1977). New graphic versions of the 
Design Lab "How To" Series are also 
being produced and should be available 
in August. "How To" sets for intermed- 
iate grades are now being written or 
revised and should be available in the 
fall. The earlier versions of "Huw To" 
Cards (both regular and Design Lab) are 
still "available. 




LOOK for other USMES materials on. 
Pages 3, 9, 10, 12. 



HOW TO 

MAKE A HOME FOR 
YOUR ANIMAL 
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How to Get Them 

In August a revised Curriculum Corre- 
lation Guide containing math, science, 
social science, and language arts corre- 
lations will be available. In the fall 
a revised edition of PreDarinf^ People^ 
'•.r US:'K.- will be rer^dy to facilitate 
the aesitrn of informational and teacher 
preparation workshops. 

Technical reports on instruments to 
Treasure student problem-solving 
abilities and attitudes are also ' 
available in conjunction with the 
U.SMES Student Study report. The USMES 
Team Study report is also now completed. 



The final trial editions of USMES 
mat3rials will be available from EDC 
^-"'t cost until the long-term publica- 
tion procedure is determined; at that 
time you will be notified of the new 
distribution methods. The National 
Science Foundation has encouraged 
us to explore publication and distri- 
bution plans which may btjst serve the ^ 
educational public. Discussions are 
now underway with publishers and 
in.-3t1 tutional distributors , These 
discussions are expected to proceed 
rapidly now that the final trial 
editions are bein^ completed. 




NEW BESBARCH ON USMES 



The USMES project conducted three 
studies in 19T6-19TT to learn more about 
USrffiS students, schools, and resource 
teams. Reports on the Student Study 
and the Team Study have been produced; 
the School Study report will be available 
in late fall. 

Student Study 

The Student Study examined the impact 
of USMES on students' problem-solving 
alS3^1ities and attitudes, A major goal 
was to identify ^^onditions affecting the 
program's impact, including the amount 
of USivIES experience students received, 
their schools, grade levels, and scholas- 
tic achievement levels. 

The general strategy was to develop 
instruments for assessing key problem- 
solving abilities and attitudes, then 
to administer the instruments in four 
carefully studied schools. The instru- 
ments were also designed to be suitable 
for diagnostic ^ise in classrooms by 
teachers and administrators. 

The Student Study report covers the 
major goals, methods, and findings of the 
research. It is accompanied by brief 
techniced report^^ on the instruments 
and tables showing detailed findings. 
Only findings on a few key outcomes and 
casual factors are covered; because of 
serious time constraints , we have not 
attempted to reach final conclusions but 
Vather to summarize :>ur impressions about 
the major f indiri^^^s , 

— . — 
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The Pencil Problem, a problem-solving 
^instrument in the Student Study, 



The differences among the schools were 
found to have a lot of effect ; this is 
not surprising, particularly since the 
four were chosen for study because they 
were so different. Amount of USMES has 
a small positive effect — the group of 
rtudents with a substantial amount of 
USMES experience did better than students 
with no USMES on all the outcomes we 
looked at , The group with ^nly a small 
amount of USMES' was more difficult to 
predict. The report invites readers to 
help interpret the findings. 




, Team Study 

The Team Study examined the USMES 
resource team program and the factors 
that influenced how effective selected 
teams were in disseminating and implemen- 
ting USMES in their areas. 

The general strategy was. to gather 
infomation on the goals, strategies, 
and activities of fifteen USMES resource 
teams throughout the nation. Information 
on file in correspondence and reports 
from previous years was supplemented with 
data from interviews and questionnaires 
administered during site visits in 19T6- 
77 by USMES staff members, A question- 
naire was also mailed to teachers trained 
by the teams. 

The Team Study report begins with a 
discussion of the goals of the study, 
a description of the resource team 
program itself, and a summary of the 
methods used to gather information about 
the teams. Part Two consists of^case 
studies of the fifteen teams, with 
emphasis on the ictors influencing 
their growth and survival. Part Three 
discusses the me ior issues that emerge 
across teams, Pa/t Four looks at how 
USMES is implemented by team-trained 
teachers. The Appendix includes copies 
of instruments used as well as more 
detailed information on the teams 
studied, 

45. 



WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE FIELD 



Out West 

Principal 'Al Yazzie reports that two 
nev USMES teachers at Ganado (Arizona) El- 
ementary School — Delia Klas.sen and John 
Steinnetz — have been working on Growing 
Plants and Usin ; Free Time, Barbara Braun 
iii School Zoo with her first graders 
attain this year. At Ganado Intermediate 
Scnool, teachers commented, "Our Navajo 
stuients need a program like USr^ES to help 
-^ve more meaning to school and learning- 
hooks deal with problems foreign to stu- 
lents living on the Reservation." One 
class decided a school supply store was 
necessary since the Trading Posts don*t 
always carry school supplies. Another 
class successfully completed an USMES 
XaixU factoring unit to make money to buy 
playgroand equipment. One sixth grade 
class turned an unused, dirty Janitor *s 
::loset into a Design Lab, complete with 
L'ur^lar alarm system. 




Clarissa Begay, Marlene Tsosie, 
and Julia Bia fix up a Design 
Lab for their school. 
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An USMES Association in Los Angeles 
was formed in 19T5 with members from all 
the areas in the L,A. Unified School Dis- 
trict. USMES has been kept alive through 
workshops and informationals presented on 
a regular basis throughout the city. 

Comprised of representatives from Camp- 
bell, Evergreen, and Berryessa Unified 
School Districts, the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco, and San Jose State University, 
the San Jose regional resource team has 
implemented USMES through informationals, 
workshops, and by the inclusion of USMES 
in college courses. 

USMES ±3 offered in graduate and exten- 
sion courses at the University of Califor- 
nia, Davis on an ongoing basis, according 
to Prof. Victor Perkes.- 

In August, Prof. Leland Webb of Cali- 
fornia State College, BcUcersfield will be 
offering a seminar on USMES for a Joint 
meeting of the Hawaii Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics and the California Mathe- 
matics Council on th^ island of Kauai. 

Karen Yamamoto from Hawaii reports that 
USMES is used in four schools: tv in the 
Honolulu School District , one in the Cen- 
tral School uistrict , and one in the Lee- 
ward School District. 

At Idaho State University, Pocatello, 
Prof. Jay Anderson is Liaking plans to con- 
duct an inservice course on problem-solv- 
ing curricula using USMES as the model. 

In Oregon, USMES is included in two 
courses at Portland State University-- 
graduate course on curriculum organiza- 
tion and an environmental education for 
teachers course, reports Prof. Michael 
Fiasca. 

USMES was presented at an Earth Day 
Conference by Sharon Baker and the stu- 
dents from the Holladay Center for the 
Physically Handicapped, relates Tari Que- 
rin. The Conference itself was planned 
and implemented by the Student Environ- 
mental Action Model ( STEAM) of Marshall 
High School in cooperation with the Envi- 
ronjuental Center of Portland State Univer- 
sity. 

Prof. Ralph Stredwick says that at 
Eastern Washington State College, Cheney, 
USMES is presented in introdiK^' "ry cour- 
ses for pre- and inservice teachers. 

In Pullman, Washington, USMES is in- 
cluded in three courses at Washington 
State University. 



At Heatherwood School in Boulder, Col- 
orado, Kathy Schultz's fifth graders vorked 
on improving, the school; After sur^^'eying 
the entire school, they decided to make a 
perman-^nt football field and to get more 
playground equipment. Bigg'-st problem? 
Money I 

Mid-Country 

Together with the Chicago Board of 
Education, USMES has designed a 
Consumer Education project involving 
parents ajid merchants, as well as 
students and teachers. They will inves- 
tigate consumer problems and attempt 
to improve the value received for their 
family earnings. While doing sd^they 
will be testing the value of a new form 
of Interaction among parents, community, 
school arxd 3tiiicnt3. 

USr>lES is included in undergraduate and 
graduate science education courf:iS at 
Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, re- 
ports Prof. Alan Voelker. Alan also gave 
an USMES presentation at the Illinois 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics. 

In Urbana, Illinois, eighteen classes 
at the Prairie School were involved in a 
schoolwide effort revolving around the 
Growing Plants and School Zoo challenges. 
The culminating activity will be a trip 
to the zoo, financed with' the money raised 
f r \T. seilii.i.: che plants they ha i ^",r'^vri. 
USMES io a majcr curriculum at Prairie, 
used in most classrooms each year. 

USMES has expanded at Mc Combs Junior 
High School in Des Moines, Iowa, throut^h 
a Teachers Incentive Grant, according to 
Sharon Castelda, and will be incorporated 
Int ' the c ^rr Ionian; for the next acaden.i'* 
year. 

In Iowa City, Iowa, the new principal 
(Paul Davis) and the teachers of Horn 
School participated in the USMES study on 
effects of USMES on schools and students 
this year. USMES challenges presented 
this year were Play Area Design and Use 
and Mass Communications (Rose Mary Spaul- 
ding). Planning a Special Occasion and 
Advertising (Dorothy Wilkening), and Us- 
ing Free Time (Kay Freeland and Sandy 
Phillips). F]o Duncan's class improved 
storage and lost and found areas in the 
hall and Dave Trunnell's students did ad- 
vertising, ticket production and sales, 
writing, acting, directing, and staging 
to put on a play for parents and students. 
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Vista View School in Burnsville, Min- 
nesota was also part of the USMES studies 
this yesLT. Irene Lind, principal, and 
the teachers and students worked with 
USMES challenges: Growing Plants (Linda 
Anderson), Design Lab Design (Howard 
Cleveland), and School Zoo (Marion Twaites.; 

USMES is listed in the Edina, Minnesota 
District Curriculum Guide (grades K-12) 
for science, mathematics, social studies, 
economic, and career education. All the 
elementary schools in the ^ystem have De- 
sign Labs and all interested teachers have 
been trained. Work' has now begun imple- 
menting real problem solving on the secon- 
dary level. 

Th^St. Paul, Minnesota team, expanded 
now to include Junior high teachers who 
were trained last summer, has again con- 
ducted a six-week workshop this summer. 
The workshop is funded by a three-year 
grant from the Bush Foundation, which al- 
so provides funds for a full-time USMES 
coordinat or. 

USMES is incluaed in a course called 
Trends in Theories of Instruction at Wich- 
ita State University, reports Prof. Joe 
Payne. The original Wichita resource team 
of seven has expanded to include represen- 
tatives from each school that took paxt 
in summer training co-sponsored by Wichi- 
ta Public Schools and Wichita State Uni- 
versity. 

Janowski School in Houston is permeated 
with the real problem solv^ing spirit. Mira 
Baptiste, principal, and the teachers and 
kids have worked with the students on 
school related problems: fire safety (Doug 
Webb), traffic in school (Evelyn O'Neal), 
school spirit (Robert Whyte) , producing a 
cookbook and designing and purchasing a 
school mat (Peggy Harris), and keeping 
bathrooms clean (Willie Cobbin). Work 
has also been done on Bicycle Transporta- 
tioi. (Evelyn O'Neal) and Growing Plants 
(Barbara Sherman). Janowski was part of 
the USMES research studies this year. 




Cl I /IN KIL' /'/' /■ / 
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From East Lansinc/, Michigan, Prof. Bill 
Fitzgerald and Prof. Janet Alleman-Brooks 
report that USMES is included in feoth math 
and social studies courses. Bill also 
presented USMES as part of a conference 
sponsored by the Institute for Research 
on Teaching, held in early May. Janet 
taught an off-campus course in Temperance, 
Michigan, in which USMES was included and 
has conducted workshops on USMES in Dans- 
ville, Grand Ledge, and Fenton, Michigan. 
This summer, Janet will include Ways to 
Learn/Teach, Finding Your Way, Consumer 
Research, and Orientation in a course "New 
Social Studies Curricula" being taught in 
Japan. 

From Kent, Ohio, Prof. James Heddens 
reports that USMES is included in a gradu- 
ate education course entitled Experimental 
Mathematics Programs. 

Prof. Phil Makurat reports that USMES 
is included in several workshops and meth- 
ods courses offered at the University of 
Wisconsin, Whitewater. 

Down South 

A six-week course on USMES was conduct- 
ed last s^ainmer at Florida International 
University, Miaiai, for twenty-eight teach- 
ers, reports Prof. Ed McClintock. The 
class met three hours /week and worked on 
four USMES challenges. A workshop was 
held this spring for teachers at Pine Vil- 
la Elementary School. Ed and Paulette 
Martin will also be introducing USMES at 
Winston Park Elementary School. 

Prof. David O'Neil reports that all 
undergraduate elementary education majors 
are introduced to USMES at Georgia State 
University, Atlanta. A graduate course 
dealing solely with USMS is also offered 
periodically. 

Don Nelson presented USMES at an Edu- 
cation Exchange cond^^rted in early May 
and sponsored by the Georgia State Depart- 
ment of Education. Attending were curri- 
culum coordinators, principals, and teach- 
ers from surrounding rural communities, 
as well as Atlanta, Administrators are 
expected to choose one of the programs 
presented for implementation in their 
county. 

Dr. Frusanna Booth, Department of In- 
struction, Clarke County. Georgia announ- 
ced that a four-c chanty USMES program for 
the gifted was being developed. 
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The Louisiana resource team members 
are ai.1 faculty at the Laboratory School 
of Soiitheastern University and have given 
USMES informationals and workshops to per- 
sonnel from surrounding school districts 
(parishes)~Tangipahoa, St. Helena, St. 
Tammany, Washington, and East Baton Rouge. 

This spring a ten-week workshop was 
conducted at South Forrest Attendance Cen- 
ter in Brooklyn, Mississippi. Principal 
A.T. Pearce and his teaching staff ran 
the workshop. The participants, who met 
weekly, are from South Forrest Central 
Elementary School, a school now becoming 
heavily involved in USMES. 

Prof. Isadore Sonnier from the Univer- 
sity of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, 
reports that USMES is included in several 
science courses. 

USMES is included in a course at Ten- 
nessee Tech in Cookeville, according to 
Prof. Richard K. Fletcher, Jr. 

Westwood School in Memphis, Tennessee, 
the largest accredited elementary school 
in the S({>utheast region, immersed itself 
in USMES this year under the leadership 
of Ronnie Bynum. Nancy Beck's kindergar- 
ten students and Frances Messenger's first 
graders each did Growing Plants, Describ- 
ing People, and Orientation; Laura Rouse 
also'^id Growing Plants, Opal Bowen did 
DescriT»ing People, and Linda Kindrick did 
Orientation. Other units undertaken thi^ 
year were Weather Predictions (Jo Yancy 
and Rosa Coleman), Dice Design (Jo Yancy), 
Burglar Alarm Design (Opal Bowen), Adver- 
tising (Dorothy Johnson), and Consumer 
Research ( Steve Wood). Charlene Heywood's 
class also worked on getting the school 
aware of metrics; Bob Banks' students did 
a TV survey, and three sixtjji grade classes 
(Johnson, Coleman, and Wood) worked togeth- 
er on an improving the school challenge. 
Westwood is another school included in 
this year's school and student studies. 

Approximately 120 childrei\ at Holly- 
mead School in Charlottesville, Virginia 
and liiO children at Weyers Cave School in 
Weyers Cave, Virginia have worked with 
USMES in such challenges as Classroom De- 
sign, Design Lab Design, Consumer Research, 
Classroom Management, Growing Plants, Ways 
to Learn/Teach, School Zoo, Play Area De- 
sign and Use, and Lunch Lines. 

USMES is also included in two courses 
at the University of Virginia in Charlot- 
tesville, according to Prof. Joseph Kelly. 

^ (continued on page 8) 
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Pi'of. William Bxown of Old Dominion 
University in iJorfolk, Virginia, reports 
that USMES is included in three courses — 
two on science teaching and one on envi- 
ronmental education. 

In Eastern Virginia, teachers in the 
Talented and Gifted (TAG) Program in Glen 
Allen, Virginia are using USMES with stu- 
dents from twelve school buildings who 
met at the Mathematics and Science Center. 
They did cJi extensive School Zoo unit that 
lasted the entdre semest.^i and then a Man- 
ufacturing/Advertising unit. This work 
has interested other TAG teachers, as well 
as classroom terachers in the districts, 
who are calling for workshops, sponsored 
by the Virginia State Department of Educa • 
tion through the Center with "^redit from 
University of Riohmond. X 

USMES is included in two methods cour- 
ses at the University of Richmond, accord- 
inp: to Prof. Marianne Williams. 




Up North 

, USMES is inaluded in a course at the 
University of Massachusetts in Amherst, 
teaching mathematics in elementary schools, 
according to Prof. William Masalski. 

n^MES is officially listed as part of 
the science curx^iculum in Arlington, Mas- 
sachusetts. Portable Design Labs are 
available to all eleven schools. A work- 
shop on ESS, SCIS, and USMES will again 
be conducted this summer. Mike McCabe 
will become a part-time USMES coordinator 
next year. 

Prof. Norman Dee of Lesley College in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts reports that stu- 
^-^^nts in his USMES course spend the first 
lur weeks at Lesley and then have a field 



placement to work in the classroom with 
USMES materials. Mike McCabe of Arlingt.on 
and USMES staff meiiber Charlie Donahoe 
will be teaching a graduate course on 
USMES and open education at Lesley next 
year. 

In Watertown, Massachusetts, USMES con- 
tinues to be used at the Hosmer School. 
Teachers Marie Salah and Beth McGrail of- 
fered the GetTsing In Shape challenge; 
Marie's class did Burglar Alarm Design as 
well. 

USMES is included in an undergradue* 
course, t4atheuatics Education K-6, at the 
University of New Hampshire in Durham, ac- 
cording to Prof. Richard Balomenos. 

USMES implementation in New Jersey is 
carried out through the Technology for 
Children (Ti+C) Program and the state's 
Education Improvement Centers. Wesley 
Perusek, Associate Director of Ti+C, work- 
ing with Dianne Edwards, Barbara Briggs, 
and Marcia Mertens coordinated a state- 
funded pilot program in 1976, including a 
two-week workshop for thirty teachers re- 
presenting twenty school districts. Three 
resource teams were established statewide, 
the most active one representing north- 
west New Jersey. Chaired by Mario Barbiere, 
vice principal of Haskell School i its mem- 
bers are Carol Andrews, Gathering Deinin- 
ger, Ruth Felman, Dorothy Podsiadlo, and 
Susan Kennedy. Through their efforts, nu- 
merous informational meetings and a two- 
day workshop have disseminated USMES to 
thirty-five additional school districts. 
The team is conducting a two-week USMES 
teacher-training workshop this summer. In 
Plainfield, Barbara Briggs shared her ex- 
periences with USMES at a district-wide 
May workshop she chaired and Dianne Ed- 
wards is coordinating the Gifted /Talented 
Pilot Program, using USMES as the core 
curriculum. 

Principals, teachers, and math coordi- 
nators from Districts i+ , 12, 22, 26, and 
31 in New York City, as well as represen- 
tatives from the Center for Mathematics 
and Science, Center for the Humanities 
and the Arts, Hunter College, and Queens 
College all have played a role in the im- 
plementation of TJSMES in the city. A great 
deal of tine, effort, and local funds have 
gone into several inservice workshops, in- 
formationals , and courses. 

Prof. William Ritz reports that USMES 
is included in a course on science teach- 
ing at niddle and Junior high levels at 
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(continued on page 9) 



Syracuse University in New York. Prof. 
Frank Broadbert, also of Syracuse Univer- 
sity, reports that an introduction to 
USMES is also included in courses offered 
to graduates and undergraduates xn elemen- 
tary school mathematics. 

Een Werner reports that forty to fifty 
teachers in the Three Village School Dis- 
trict on Long Island are using USMES. Fif- 
teen of the USMES units are listed in the 
district science curriculum program, along 
with ESS and SCIS. 

All the classes at Merion School in 
Merion, Pennsylvania were involved in a 
challenge to make recess more enjoyable. 
Class representatives on an USMES council 
facilitated implemerting the all-school 
challenge, which was later expanded to 
deal with lunchroom problems as well. 

Teachers Sandra Every and' Rene Rubin 
received funding to conduct a four-day 
workshop dealing with skills in multi-age 
groupings. USMES played a majors part in 
the whole workshop and one full day was 
devoted to problem solving* 



Design Lab 
Manual 
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BPS GOES 

TO HIGH SCHOOL 

Spring Program 

The nearly completed USMES project has 
showr. thai elementary students can learn 
basic skills' and processes from all the 
disciplines by investigating and acting 
on real problems like ^-jnsafe intersections 
and crowded lunchrooms. This spring and 
summer a pilot program funded by the 
Rockefeller Family Fund and the Sloan 
Foundation has been underway to see how 
the same basic approach works in secondary 
schools. Ideas for classroom work evolved 
from a three-day planning workshop held in 
March. 

This spring, teachers from junior and 
senior high schools in Boston and Arling- 
ton, Massachusetts, St. P^ul and Edina, 
Minnesota, and Colliervi]le , Tennessee, 
had their students involved in solving 
problems in consumerism, security, rules 
and management in the classroom and 
school, environmental issues, and improv- 
ing school facilities. The sixteen teach- 
ers reported on their students' interest 
and on the educational effectiveness of 
the problem-solving activities; they also 
administered sf^veral evaluation instru- 
ments. During the spring, the project 
director visited the teachers and admin- 
istrators to review work in progress and 
to discuss the t>*pes of supportive mate- 
rials that should be developed. 



Soutli Boston High Program 

South Boston High School, which is now 
the home of Gerry Kozberg (Gerry helped 
get USMES started in St. Paul), asked 
USMES central staff to assist in pro- 
viding some of ipB teachers with a 
knowledge of real problem solving. 
Salem State College has also agreed to 
collaborate with South Boston and will 
provide help in setting up a curriculiom 
around real problem solving that can 
lead to masters degrees for the partici- 
pating teachers. Five "Southie" 
teachers are now in the Secondary de- 
velopment program. Twelve additional 
teachers also attended this summer's 
workshop. Follow-up discussions, 
seminars and courses will be held 
during the 19TT-T8 academic year on 
the South Boston High and Salem Stat^^ 
College caii juses. 



The Project Director for Real Problem 
So-ving in Secondary Education is Earle 
Lomon; the Associate Director is Betty 
Beck, ^n extension of this nroject 
has been proposed; word is expected 
in early fall on the outcome. 



USMES 




Weather Predictions 

Teacher Resource Book 



The pilot program grew in part from 
the USMES project experience. Many 
educators, including ones from school 
systems using USMES, felt that real 
problem solving could improve the 
attitudes of high school students, 
while helping the students learn 
basic and process skills in math, 
science, social science, and language 
arts . 

Summer Workshop 

During July 26 - August 2, a workshop 
for UO teachers new to real problem solv- 
ing was held at Salem State College. 
These teachers came from Chicago, and 
Portland and Tigard, Oregon, as well as 
fr«"m the above-mentioned communities. 
They will be prepared to help in further 
development of real problem solving 
materials . 



PROPOSALS m THE WORKS 



"MAJESTIC" 
COlTPEREirCE 

The new innovative curricula have* 
beer, implemented in tens of thousands 
jf classrooms since their large scale 
inti eduction in the early 1960's. < 
Many individual schools have success- 
fully us^d the innovative approaches to 
complt^menc the best aspects of their 
traditional curricula. Many other 
schools stuck by the traditional 
curricula. These last have often 
iropped the use of newer materials 
in a "back to basics" move. 

In iretrospect such mixed results were 
inevitable without careful consideration 
of the strengths and weaknec^es of 
different curricuJa and learning modes 
(traditional and innovative) and how 
their approaches may best be combined 
into a well-rounded, strong educational 
program. Members of the USMES staff 
together with a group of citizens and 
educators throughout the count ly have 
been planning a conference 4:0 address 
these issues. (The subject is so large 
and important that one of the planners 
dubbed it "The Majestic Conference"!) 
Funding has been requested and it is 
hoped that a grant will be made this 
September to enable the conference to 
be held in January I978. A full report 
of the conference /ill be published. 



TV EXPERIMEJIT 

'^'he Interactive Interolassroorr Tele- 
vision proposal, which has been sent U^- 
\he National Science Foundation, is an 
experiment, to see whether an action-ofi- 
ented curriculum such as USMi..>can be 
'learned through an interactive mode. The 
e::periment, in which the Memphis Gchool 
System is collaborating, would use expe- 
rienced USMES classes at the Westwood 
SchO(3^ in Memphis as the broadcasting ' 
clasr. Their work on USMES vould be 
broadcast to other participating schools 
unfamiliar with USMES. The students in 
the non-USMES classes would have tele- 
phones and would be able to talk dire.^ti/ 
with the children in the TSMES- ciasi; . In 
addition to USMES, at least one other 
action-oriented curriculum would be in- 
volved in the experiment. If the exper- 
iment proves a success, a model would be 
developed and tested that c^^ld be used 
by other school districts with television 
capability. 
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USMES FILM SERIES 

The USMES teacher training film series 
uoula undoubtedly be something that all 
members the USMES network who are in- 
volved in training teacher-, in the use of 
USME ' ^ould like to have available. The 
film se'ries would make it possible to 
provide new^teachers actual scenes of 
USf4ES classes irt action, interviews .with 
experienced USMES teachers, discussions 
on the key elements of USMES, and tech- 
niques for teaching skills. At the cur- 
rent time fund Ing for such a series has * 
not been obtained, but we stilJL hope to 
have an USMES film series, available in the 
future. 
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RPS IN PaiNT SPREADING 

THE WORD 



The May 1977 issue of Social Education 
had a special section^ on real problem 
solving edited by Arthur Ellis of Univer- 
sity of* Minnesota and Frank Ryan of the 
University of California, Riverside, The 
articles are of interest to all educators, 
but especially to those involved* in social 
studies. Although specialized in its 
scope this special section indicates the 
interest and effectiveness that a ^lournal 
on real problem solving may have for the 
educational community. 

This fall the School Sciei^ce and Math 
Association will publish such a journal 
as a special issue of School Science and 
Mathematics. Edited by John Ninan of 
Hunter College and containing articles 
prepared'by scliolars in several fields 
and by classroom teachers on many aspects 
of real problem solving education, this 
promises to be an exciting publication. 
Its success will determine if attempts 
are to be made to publi?^ a journal of 
real problem solving on a regular basis. 



Great ways that you can personally help 
keep USMES in the public eye are through 
meetings and publications. National pub- 
lications like Learning are important, as 
are national meecings like those of NSTA, 
NCTM, and NCSS, Local publications and 
state, city, cistri--^ , or local educa- 
tional meetings ven ir.ore important. 
Through public meetings, new 
teachers, adminis-crators , and many others 
hear about USMES psid seek additional in- 
formation or training. Thanks to the help 
of many of you, both these forms of com- 
munication have informed educators about 
USMES, The names of those who have helped 
in this way would be too numerous to men- 
tion but we hope that as many of you as^ 
possible will help contribute to spreading 
information Qn USMES. Flease rei^rt your 
USMES activities in local or state mat - 
z-!'^es, newsletters or meetings. Responses 
to you may initiate new collaborations on 
a regional basis, Wc would appreciate 
copies of articles or programs. 
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